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194. One other question may be asked, though it is
of a doctrinal nature, and therefore hardly needs to
be considered here; whether so solemn a denunciation
as that adopted by Alexander, and so positive a re-
ference ,of the event which followed to that denuncia-
tion as a cause, are not modes of acting and judging
uncongenial to the Christian religion. One passage
, there certainly is in the New Testament which at first
sight seems in opposition to it. When James and
John wished to be allowed to call down fire from
heaven upon the Samaritans, as Elijah had done upon
Ahaziah's messengers, Christ answered, " Ye know not
what manner of spirit ye are of: for the Son of man
is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them."
However, it is obvious to reply, first, that Elijah, in the
passage in question, called down a miraculous punish-
ment on -the soldiers of Ahaziah mainly in his own
defence; and it is observable that the Apostles asked
leave to do the same, when the Samaritans had
refused to receive their Lord and them ; whereas the
great rule of the Gospel is to " avenge not ourselves,
but rather give place unto wrath," as our Lord
exemplified when "they went to another village.'1
But whether there be any force in this distinction or
not, certain it is that in the Acts, in which we surely
have the principles of the Gospel drawn out into
action, two precedents occur in justification of the
conduct of St Alexander, one given us by St. Peter